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§ I . — Paul not dismayed under the apprehension of deaths 

When the apostle Paul protested to the Corinthians, 
**I die daily," (1 Cor. 15. 81) he was referring to those 
deadly perils to which he was continually exposed, as 
a preacher of the Gospel ; owing to the persecution of 
Christians then commonly practiced by Jews and 
Gentiles alike. With death in various fearful forms 
ever threatening to cut short his career, he expressed 
himself without exaggeration in saying, ** I die daily," 
as well as when he spake of standing "in jeopardy 
every hour." The profession of faith in Christ Jesus 
no longer exposes us to persecution ; but rather the 
reverse. And with the security from wrong doing, 
which we all enjoy, under the protection of laws 
generally respected, it is not easy to picture to 
ourselves the imminent dangers which never ceased 
to beset the early Christians, and especially such an 
energetic and prominent preacher of the Gospel as the 
apostle Paul. If however it were possible to conceive 
ourselves, like him, liable at any hour to be put to 
death, there would be no difficulty in our imagining ^Vsfc 
agitated state of mind to vjVv\o\\ vj^ ^qvj\^ \i^ ^^^"^ '^^ 



2 PAUL NOT DISMAYED ^ [§ 

give way; with the painful apprehension of danger 
ever haunting us, depressing the spirits, and casting a 
gloom over all the ordinary occupations and enjoy- 
ments of life. 

And yet Paul was by no means cast down. Though 
he lived day by day with death staring him in the face, 
he shewed no symptoms of being faint-hearted. On 
the contrary, we know of him, as far as it is possible 
to know the character of one who lived so long ago, 
that his was a mind habitually calm, self possessed^ 
intent on the discharge of duty, vigorous in action, 
earnest, cheerful, and even joyful. However sensibly 
he might be alive to the perils which surrounded him, 
they seem never to have deprived him of that presence 
of mind, which was manifested in his demeanour, 
under the varied most trying circumstances of his 
marvellous course of life. And it is noteworthy, that 
even when asserting, '* I die daily," he vouches to the 
Corinthians for the truth of his assertion, by an appeal 
to the ''rejoicing in Christ Jesus," which he had 
together with them : " I protest by your rejoicing 
which I have in Christ Jesus, I die daily." As if he 
had said, surely as I glory joyfully in your conversion, 
surely as I rejoice in the glory given to the Gospel of 
our Lord by your faith and zeal, so surely do I, every 
day of my life, experience the most lively apprehension 
of imminent death, dying all the time I live ; enjoying 
life thankfully, yet willing to die at any hour, if the 
Lord will ; crucified to the world, and the world crucified 
to me, by the cross of the Saviour in whom I glory and 
rejoice. 
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§ 2. — How the believer in Christ ought to regard his 

mortality. 

Thus it appears, that the consciousness of dying 
daily cast no gloom over the spirit of the apostle. 
Though our case is in some respects very unlike to his, 
there is a sense in which it is no less strictly true of 
each one of us, that- we stand in jeopardy every hour, 
and are dying every day and all day long, from the 
moment when we begin to live. Life may be compared 
to a piece of clockwork, wound up, and set agoing ; — 
the weights running down, or the spring uncoiling 
itself, perpetually; so that the movement inevitably 
draws nearer to a close during every moment of its 
progress. Life is a lamp, which once lighted begins to 
consume its oil, and goes on consuming it, until the 
whole is burnt out, and the light is then quenched in 
darkness. We can calculate how long the lamp will 
burn, how long the clock will go. But who can know 
of his own fife how long it will last, how soon it may 
be cut short by death? It might be natural to ask, 
**Lord, let me know mine end, and the number of my 
days, that I may be certified how long I have to live." 
(Ps. 39. 8.) But it has not been thought good for man 
that this enquiry should be answered. Thus it is not 
only true that we begin to die as soon as we begin to 
live, but it is also true that all the time we live we are 
liable to die at any moment ; — some vital organ may 
suddenly fail, some vital function suddenly cease to act, 
and the mystery of this ever throbbing life may be at 
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once consummated, if it so seem good to God, in 
the mysterious repose of death. 

We all then have good ground for the conviction to 
which the apostle gave utterance, in saying, "I die 
daily." Whether we realize our actual standing in 
regard to death, or not, the lamp beyond question is 
burning all the time, the clockwork is running down ; 
each second the pulse beats, it has one second less to 
beat ere its last fluttering pulsation ; each time we 
draw breath, there is one breath less remaining to be 
drawn ere we finally expire. Let us then face our last 
enemy manfully. Let us consider how the apostle was 
enabled to face that foe triumphantly, under the 
pressure of our common mortality, greatly aggravated 
by his peculiar office and position. And let us feel 
assured, that it is no less possible for us than it was for 
him, to combine the solemn conviction, "1 die daily," 
not only with humble resignation to a righteous 
judgment, but with cheerfulness, and thankfulness, 
in the discharge of life*s daily duties, and in the 
enjoyment of life's manifold blessings. * For this 
purpose we need to realize our standing not only in 
regard to death, but also in regard to that new and 
eternal life which the believer is privileged to live, as 
begotten and born anew in Christ Jesus. This new 
life begins to run from the hour of this new birth ; but 
only a small portion of it is spent ere our removal 
hence to another sphere. It Is not brought to an end 
by death, for in its nature it is deathless. Rather it is 
translated, by the process of dying, from the world of 
things here seen, which are temporal, into the world of 
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things unseen, which are eternal. The portion of that 
life spent here is transitory, is comparatively of no 
length ; and its end is ever imminent. Yet the believer 
can pray God to sustain it day by day, and can thank 
God for its continuance whilst it lasts ; being conscious 
that it is a life of sonship, the gift of a Father who is 
in heaven, whose purpose is to fit his adopted children 
whilst here to dwell with Him there to all eternity. 
These were the views of the life eternal, given freely 
to believers, which Paul inculcated on others, and 
which enabled him to go on his way rejoicing, though 
so familiar with the thought of death as to protest, *^l 
die daily." 

§ 3. — Looking /or Chrisfs appearing , in contrast zuith 

/earing death. 

The early Christians had indeed such a lively expecta- 
tion of the speedy coming of Christ to judgment, that 
they appear to have deemed it highly probable, that 
this coming might take place whilst they were yet alive. 
Being full of faith and love, they dwelt with joy on the 
prospect of seeing the Lord descend from heaven, even 
as He had been lately seen to ascend thither ; only with 
more signal manifestation of his divine glory. And 
they used the daily prayer, " Thy kingdom come," not 
without an earnest desire and hope, that by its coming, 
whilst they were yet alive, they might enter, without 
passing through the shades of death, into the glorious 
light of life in heaven. Now we are warranted, quite 
as thoroughly as they were, to cherish that hope, and 
to use that prayer hopefully. And if we have grace to 
use it as sincerely, we shall feel, that the habitual 
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looking' for the second coming of Christ is no slight 
ground of comfort, under the apprehension that we are 
perpetually drawing nearer to the end of life on earth. 
We shall take to ourselves all the more willingly these 
words of Paul, **I die daily,'' if familiar as he was 
with the thought, that after the dead in Christ have 
arisen, at his coming, ** then we which are alive, and 
remain, shall be caught up together with them, in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air : and so shall we 
ever be with the Lord." (1 Thess. 4. 16.) 

But whilst this is a hope which ought never to be 
long absent from the believer's heart, the fact that we are 
mortal is all the while undeniable ; and it is no less good 
for us to be constantly aware that we are living under 
sentence of death, and that, by reason of this sentence, 
we stand in jeopardy every hour. This conviction of 
our mortality is indeed brought home to us continually, 
by the deadly sickness and death of relatives and 
friends, by the passing bell, by the funeral procession, 
by the fondly cherished memorials of the dear departed. 
And if we extend our view to the whole human family, 
we know that a second rarely if ever passes, in which 
some one of these our brethren does not actually 
expire. Thus it naturally comes to pass, that most 
men, especially the sickly and the aged, look forward 
to their own decease, rather than to the end of the 
world, as the period of their allotted time on earth. 
And hence it was, that the apostle could speak of 
those, who were strangers to God's love revealed in 
Christ, as being **by reason of death all their life 
time subject to bondage." (Heb. 2. 16.) 
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It is sad to think how commonly this is the case 
amongst ourselves ; how many there are, who have not 
yet actually experienced that deliverance from the fear 
of death, which was wrought in our behalf, by our 
Lord and Saviour dying for us. How else indeed, but 
by this bondage under this fear, could we account for 
the general reluctance to advert to a subject of such 
momentous interest as death must be to every one? 
Why do so many seek to drive away all serious 
reflection, all consideration of their latter end, by 
occupation however frivolous, or by pursuit of pleasure 
however unsatisfactory? Why is it that multitudes, 
who in point of fact are dying daily, shrink from 
dwelling on the thought that they must ever die at all ? 
Why do they sorrow for the departed, as they that have 
no hope ; and mar the services of Christian burial, at 
once so solemn and so hopeful, by the incongruities of 
a garb of mourning the most dismal that can be 
devised, and with funeral rites which seem designed to 
mark the pathway to the grave, not with the radiance 
of gospel light, but with the blackness of a darkness 
that may be felt ? 

§ 4. — Bondage under the fear of death dispelled hy the Gospel, 

To those who pass their days under any measure of 
this bondage to the fear of death, it must sound strange 
to be told, that it is possible for them, and would be 
good for them, to be able to say, with Paul, willingly, 
nay more than willingly, **I die daily;" — to remind 
themselves without reluctance, of lying down to 
die, each night as they resign themselves to sleep, 
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SO like as sleep is to death, by repeating trustfully, 
devoutly, thankfully, the words of their dying Saviour, 
"Father, into thy hands 1 commend my spirit." 
(Luke 23. 46.) It might sound strange; but it is 
true : — it would be good for us to use this language, 
to be familiar with the thoughts which these words 
express. Strange as it must seem to many, it may 
be shewn, that these are thoughts which it is good 
for us to dwell upon, feelings which we do well to 
cherish, words which we are warranted in applying to 
our own case, if used reverently, in all humility and 
sincerity of heart. In order to bear out this asser- 
tion, it will be needful to consider, at some length, 
as we proceed, our actual standing, as men and 
Christians, both in regard to death, and in regard to life 
eternal. Seeing these two objects in the light of the 
New Testament, judging of them by its explicit 
declarations, and by the whole tone and tenour of its 
teaching, instead of shrinking from the thought of our 
latter end as an unmingled evil, we shall learn to view 
it as the consummation of a divine purpose altogether 
righteous and good. We shall grow familiar with the 
thought of death as deprived of its sting, by Him who 
made atonement for our sins, and shall anticipate 
it as the crowning period of our trials, sufferings, 
and sorrows, the transition from things seen, which, 
like ourselves are passing away, to things unseen, that 
are to endure for ever. 

What then is the actual case of the believer in 
respect of death ? Is he exempt from undergoing the 
sentence pronounced on the father of the human race, 
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**Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return." 
(Gen. 3. 19.) Experience proves that no man living has 
any such exepnption to expect. Scripture gives no 
warrant for expecting it. No one ever argues, that 
because Christ died for us therefore we shall not die. 
And yet it is often supposed, in a vague way, that 
because Christ suffered for us therefore we shall never 
have to suffer. That Christ did suffer for us is undeni- 
able; "The just for the unjust," as the apostle Peter 
writes ; adding however explicitly our Lord's object in 
thus suffering, as He did for us, even unto death, namely, 
" that he might bring us to God." (1 Pet. 3. 18.) It was 
in order to reconcile us with the Father whom we had 
offended, to bring us back unto His fatherly arms, to 
reveal to us at once God's abhorrence of sin, and 
his compassionate concern for sinners, and to bring our 
thoughts and feelings as to sin, and as to sinners, into 
harmony with those which are thus shewn to animate 
the Holy One, who is of "purer eyes than to, behold 
evil." (Hab. 1. is.) It is by these very sufferings of 
Christ in the flesh that the apostle Peter appeals to us, 
to arm ourselves with the same mind, no longer living 
according to the promptings of the fleshly will, but 
in devout comformity to the will df God in whatsoever 
we have to do or to endure. (See 1 Peter 4. i.) 

Can it however be the will of God that man 
must suffer ? We can readily understand that cin, 
a thing so evil, should entail this other evil, suffering. 
But that there should be any evil at all in a world 
created and ruled by One who is altogether good 
and powerful, this is an utifa.thoTcv^}c\^ \sc^^\Kt:^\ 
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all the more so in proportion as we heartily believe 
that *• God is love." (1 John 4. 16.) Now it is no less true 
that ** God is light." (1 John 1. 5.) And it has pleased 
our heavenly Father, in whom *Ms no darkness at all," 
to reveal to us, in the Gospel of his Son, so much of 
this mystery as it is good for us at present to 
comprehend. In these obscure realms of thought, as 
in others also, we shall find it to be true, that ** God, 
who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, 
hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ." (2 Cor. 4. 6.) For it is by realizing our 
altered position in regard to life and death, as it has 
been affected by the redemption which we partake of 
through Christ Jesus, that we become able to suffer 
glady, to rejoice in tribulation, to contemplate without 
dismay the doom of death, nay even to cherish 
willingly the conviction which Paul expressed in 
saying, ** I die daily." 

§ 5, — Prevalent error as to the true scope of Christianity, 

It is true that notions of a very different kind are 
commonly associated with the religion we profess. 
Multitudes regard the glad tidings of the gospel in a 
purely selfish point of view, as providing a way of 
safety for our fallen race, which the gospel undoubtedly 
does ; and they overlook the no less important truth, 
that it reveals to us a way of glorifying God by holiness 
of heart and life, by godliness, even becoming like- 
minded unto the most High God Himself, This habit 
of regarding Christianity in only one of its aspects, to 
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the exclusion of the more elevated view chiefly 
dwelt upon in the charter of our faith, needs to be 
thoroughly corrected, and in its stead a just apprehen- 
sion of the whole truth, in all its bearings, duly formed 
and cherished ; ere the believer in Christ can make 
any progress towards attaining the full enjoyment of 
his Christian privileges. We are called to something 
higher, and better, than even the joy of being saved from 
the. wrath to come. We are to deem ourselves born again 
into a new life, made partakers of a nature more than 
human, in union as members with a divine Head, 
citizens of a heavenly country, who, being gifted with 
life eternal, are now set free from the bondage of the 
fear of death, into the glorious liberty of the children 
of God. It is if we abide in love that we abide in God. 
(See 1 John 4. 16.) And how can we abide in love, if 
we abide in selfishness ? And what more selfish than 
to aim at serving both God and mammon, at securing 
advantages from both in turn, here living, in conformity 
to the ways of the world, grasping all its enjoyments 
within the bounds of respectability, and trusting in 
Christ to make all right hereafter ? 

How is such a self indulgent life compatible with 
taking up our cross daily? with looking unto Christ 
Jesus, and aiming to be continually like-minded unto 
Him ? How do such views and practices agree with the 
first object of Christ's coming into the world, as 
announced by the angels at his birth, ** Glory to God 
in the highest?" (Luke 2. 14.) How can the heart 
which harbours such low notions of our Christian 
calling ever long sincerely, first axv^^ox^xw^^VV^"^ "^css*^ 
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things which our blessed Lord taught us.to pray for 
before all objects of our own, the hallowing of our 
heavenly Father's name, the coming of his kingdom, the 
doing of his will ? No assuredly ; if it be his will to try 
his children, and to chasten by sorrow and by suffering 
those whom He dearly loves, if, whilst making all things 
work together for good to them that love Him, He 
nevertheless leaves them liable to pain, and in jeopardy 
of death every hour, how can we doubt, that it is his 
purpose, in these as in all things else, to overrule evil 
for good ? Why need we shrink from saying with the 
apostle, " I die daily," if we have learned to feel, as 
he did, that to depart and to be with Christ is far 
better? (See Phil. 1. 23.) 

§ 6. — The case of the beloved Son, in regard to suffering 

and death. 

To identify ourselves with our Saviour is our .high 
calling as believers in Him ; to become one with Him 
in heart and mind, brought nigh through Him to our 
heavenly Father, with whom He is and ever has been 
one. And so it is written by the apostle John, "Truly 
our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son 
Jesus Christ." (1. John 1. 3.) How then stands the 
case of Him with whom we are to be thus identified, 
how was He dealt with, and what was his demeanour, 
in respect of suffering ? On the one hand we have the 
explicit testimony given on two important occasions: 
** This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." 
(Matt. 3. 17. — 17. 6.) Yet, lo, He is described in 
prophecy as ''a man of sorrows;" and again, "it 
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pleased the Lord to bruise Him." (Is. 63. 3, 10.) 
And accordingly we learn in tiie New Testament, from 
our Lord's own exposition of the earlier Scriptures, 
that it behoved Christ to suffer, and afterwards to enter 
into his glory. (See Luke 24, 26. 46.) And in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews it is distinctly stated, that ' ' It 
became him for whom are all things, and by whom 
are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to 
make the captain of their salvation perfect through 
sufferings." (Heb. 2. lo.) In both which passages it 
is well to notice the connection between suffering 
here and glory hereafter ; a thought full of consolation 
for them that suffer, as further set forth in the Epistle 
to the Romans, **If so be that we suffer with him, that 
we may be also glorified together." (Rom. 8. 17.) 

Amongst the sufferings which He endured were the ills 
of extreme poverty, not the least of the trials of that human 
nature which for our sakes He vouchsafed to assume. 
Who can fail to sympathise with those plaintive words : 
" Foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests, 
but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head." 
(Matt. 8. 20.) He suffered by exposure to shame, in 
various most trying forms. He who, as He grew up at 
Nazareth, increased ** in favour with God and man," 
(Luke 2. 52) must have felt all the more keenly the 
reverse, on being rejected with scorn by those He came 
to save, on being forsaken and denied by his disciples, on 
being mocked, scourged, and even spit upon ; indignities 
to which He willingly submitted, as foreshewn by Isaiah, 
(see ch. 50, 6) and to which the psalmist thus propheti- 
cally refers, ** Reproach hath brok^w xk^ \Nft».x\.? 
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(Ps. 69. 20.) He suffered also, and, we may suppose, 
yet more severely, by temptation ; being thereby the 
better fitted, as we are assured, "to succour them that 
are tempted." (Heb. 2. 18.) What a profound mystery, 
that He, who was divine as well as human, should 
submit to be tempted by the evil one, like as we are, 
though without sin ! we so apt to yield to temptation, and 
even when resisting it half gratified by its wiles ! He so 
holy, so abhorrent of all evil I How must his pure spirit 
have suffered when all this world's riches, pleasures, 
power, and praise were spread out before Him, that He 
might accept them instead of doing his Father's will 1 
For us it would be well to enter into sympathy 
with what Christ endured when tempted, to loathe as 
He must have done, the thought of wilful transgression. 
And although when, for the proof of our faith, we 
must needs be tempted, we are bound to count it joy, 
out of our reliance on the grace of God for victory, yet 
before Him who knows our frailty we do well to plead 
earnestly, and pray daily, as against a sore evil appre- 
hended, **Lead us not into temptation." (Matt. 6. 13.) 
But yet more, and above all, Christ suffered, under 
the burden of our sins, even unto death. All these 
sins pressed intently on his sensitive spirit, all He 
** bare in his own body on the tree;" (1 Pet. 2. 24;) 
that cross of shame and agony on which He " tasted 
death for every man;" (Heb. 2. 9;) and tasted it in 
one of its most agonizing forms. How overwhelming 
to each awakened sinner is the burden of one man's 
sins ! What must have been the pressure of the sins 
of all the millions of our race, heaped upon the 



6.] IN REGARD TO SUFFERING AND DEATH. 1 5 

consciousness of One willing to bear all, and all in his 
dying" hour ; submitting to death as the wages of sin, 
sinless Himself, and so much the more abhorrent 
of that last enemy, over whom He triumphed in giving 
up the Ghost I Well might the earth tremble and the 
sun withhold its light, during the consummation of this 
agonising struggle ! Something we may learn, as to 
the dark mystery of that hour, from the earnest petition, 
"Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me;" 
something from the trustful acquiescence, ** nevertheless 
not my will but thine be done." (Matt. 26. 39.) Some 
light is shed upon that horror of darkness, by the 
conviction which the Sufferer expressed, that even then 
legions of angels would have been sent by his loving 
Father to deliver Him, had it not been in the deliberate 
exercise of his own will that He laid down his life, 
having both power to lay it down, and power to take 
it again. (See Matt. 26. 53. John 10. 18) 

Without however attempting to fathom the mystery 
of the atonement, beyond what is written, we see 
plainly revealed in the suff^erings and death of Christ 
both the abhorrence God feels towards sin, and his 
compassionate concern for sinners. And as if to make 
this quite clear, we are assured by our blessed 
Lord Himself, that *' God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten son that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life." 
(John 3. 17) It was then because of the love of God to 
usward, when in our sins, that He gave his beloved 
Son to save us by suffering. And so also it was for 
the joy set before Him that the Soiv \:Vvk\^€^S. ^w«$sxvx<fe.^ 
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the cross despising the shame. (See Heb. 12. 2.) How 
then can we doubt, that a fellowship in our Saviour's 
sufferings must be good for us ? Why shrink from the 
approaching dissolution of the body, now that death has 
been tasted for us by our Lord, deprived of its sting, and 
presented to our willing acceptance, as a chastisement 
which our heavenly Father has assigned to us, together 
with the free gift of life eternal ? It is when we 
consider our latter end in this point of view, in the 
light shed on it by faith, the light of the glory of God 
as seen in the face of Christ Jesus, then it is that we no 
longer shrink from realizing each day of our lives our 
imminent mortality, then it is that we are prepared to 
say, with our dying Lord, at any day, and at any hour, 
'* Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit." 

§ 7. — Light thrown by Christ on the mysteries 

surrounding us. 

It is the office of the Holy Ghost to shew unto us 
the things of Christ, (see John 16. 15) to give us an 
insight into his character and work, and through Him 
into the attributes and dealings of the Father. And so 
it comes to pass, that we are enabled to enter, through 
the language of human feelings into the secrets of the 
heart of God Most High. Thus we learn what is his 
will in our behalf, and in what spirit it becomes us to 
aim ever at fulfilling it. Thus we discern clearly the 
love of God towards us, surviving our sins, and 
longing to say over each one of us, '*This my son was 
dead, and is alive again ; he was lost, and is found." 
(Luke 15. 24.) We find beyond all question that a 
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righteous abhorrence of sin is entirely consistent with 
the fundamental doctrine that "God is love/' and 
with the comprehensive and gracious assurance, that 
He is ''not \^illing that any should perish, but that 
all should come to repentance." (2 Peter 3. 9.) 
Repentance ! What a change of heart is set before us 
in that note of prelude to the Gospel, ** Repent ye; 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand I" (Matt. 3. 2.) 
What an agony of repentance must that holy One have 
endured, on whom were laid the iniquities of us all ! 
(See Is. 53. 6.) If God's goodness manifested in Christ 
Jesus has brought us to true repentance, we shall 
become deeply sensible, that it has been revealed, not 
in order to excuse us in doing wrong, but to constrain 
us and to help us to do right ; not to allow in us any 
the least conformity to the ways of an evil world, but 
** to purify to himself a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works." (Tit. 2. 14.) 

Our faith in the fatherly loving kindness of our Maker 
thus becomes the most powerful of all influences, to 
bend the will, with which He has endowed us, into 
conformity with that will of his which is over all 
supreme. We watch diligently that we do no sin, that 
we never wilfully offend One so gracious and so good. 
And with the most deep compunction for our own many 
shortcomings, we unite the most lively concern for any of 
those around us, who are seen living without God in 
the world. We bow beneath the rod of chastisement, 
and feel all the while that it is the token of a Father's 
love, knowing now tha,t suffering is not only the 
penalty of sin, but has also been u\sX.T>xecNKxX^ vcv 

B 
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compassing its remedy. Thus the Law is fulfilled, and 
is glorified, in the Gospel. Love is magnified in self 
sacrifice. Our minds utterly disabused from the notioHr 
that it is practicable for a Christian man to serve both 
God and mammon, we are brought rather into a 
readiness to acquiesce in poverty, to encounter reproach, 
to sacrifice, if needful, the esteem of friends, and to 
count for loss even the affection of those most near and 
dear to us, rather than not follow where Christ 
clearly leads the way, rather than not win Him for 
our portion to all eternity. And if, after all, in the 
frailty of our fallen nature, we sometimes tremble at 
the thought of what it may yet cost us to be faithful 
unto death, if we still feel that in the mysteries thus 
far revealed to us we see but as ** in a glass, darkly," 
(1 Cor. 13. 12,) we may ever safely fall back for our 
comfort on the conclusion of the father of the faithful : 
** Shall not the judge of all the earth do right?'' 
(Gen. 18. 25.) We may dismiss all doubt and distrust 
with the protest of the apostle : "Yea, let God be true 
and every man a liar.*' (Rom. 8. 4.) And with him 
we may triumphantly encounter all the terrors of sin 
and death, with a " Thanks be to God, which giveth 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ I'' 
(1 Cor. 15. 67.) 

§ 8. — Our standing as sons of God in regard to life. 

Having considered the sufferings endured by the 
beloved Son, according to the will of the Father, in 
making atonement for our sins, we are now prepared 
lo view aright the standing of believers in Christ, in 
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the character of God's children ; both in respect of life, 
and in respect of death. This our elevated position of 
sonship is pressed upon our attention, by the apostle 
John, in the most emphatic language, ** Behold, what 
manner of love the Father hath bestowed on us, that 
we should be called the sons of God." (1 John 3. 1.) 
Do we respond as we ought to this appeal ? Do we 
often dwell in thankful meditation on this our exalted 
parentage ? if sons, then heirs ; " heirs of God and 
joint heirs with Christ." (Rom. 8. 17.) Ours is now a new 
life, an eternal life ; given to us in connection with the 
remission of sins that are past. (See Rom. 3. 25 — 6. 22, 23.) 
And this is not an independent life, a mere following 
the example of our Lord ; it is an abiding in Him ; we 
are connected with Him vitally, and with our brethren 
in the faith also, as the branches with the vine, as the 
members of the body with the head. Accordingly 
when it is testified, that ** God hath given unto us 
eternal life," it is straightway added, ** and this life is 
in his Son." (1 John 5. 11.) And in like manner 
another apostle testifies concerning the life he was then 
living, **yet not I, but Christ liveth in me." (Gal. 2. 20.) 
That beings so frail and faulty as we are should, in any 
sense, in any degree, be made partakers, as children of 
God, in a close relationship to Him by whom the worlds 
were made, is a mystery which we in vain attempt to 
fathom. But it is a mystery revealed to us thus far, that 
we are warranted in regarding our relation to the 
great God of heaven and earth, in the light of sonship ; 
we are warranted in drawing nigh to Him vivO^. 
devout confidence and love, a.^ wtvVo ^\ciNvs\^'^^5^^^'» 
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and in looking forward to sharing with his Son, our 
Saviour, " an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away." (1 Pet. 1. 4.) 

And what as to this present life, as to our brother- 
hood and joint inheritance with Christ, whilst we are 
here, as He was in the flesh, on earth ? Is it a life of 
self indulgence that we are to reckon on ? Nay, but 
we know of Christ that "he pleased not himself." 
(Rom. 15. 2) Is it a life of indolence, and of indifference 
to those around us, is it this that falls to our lot as 
joint inheritors with our Saviour ? Behold, how his 
time was occupied: He ** went about doing good." 
(Acts 10. 38.) Away then with the notion commonly 
harboured, perhaps oftentimes unconsciously, that if 
we do but hold sound doctrine, attend on ordinances, 
and live respectably, we may safely follow after riches 
and pleasures, according to the ways of this present 
world ; as if it were indeed our home, and we not 
merely strangers and pilgrims upon earth. How can 
any one who indulges in such conformity to the world 
venture to assert of himself, ** to me to live is Christ ?" 
how contemplate death with the satisfactory conviction, 
that '* to die is gain ?" (Phil. L 21.) No ; if we are to 
*'die daily," and yet to live as always rejoicing, ours 
must be a real life of sonship, a life in fellowship with 
the life of the Son of God, a life of unfaltering faith in 
the unseen presence of our loving Father. And 
though it may be that, in the frailty of our nature, we 
do but faintly lisp the accents of devotion which 
become us as his children, yet the sincere language 
of our hearts under all circumstances must ever be 
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such as this : *' I delight to do thy will, O my God : 
yea, thy law is within my heart." (Ps. 40. 8.) 

What so nigh to heaven upon earth as a life thus 
ordered ? The orphan has found a father's home ;— the 
disobedient child is in the arms of parental forgive- 
ness; — the sinner relieved from the burden of his offences 
is accounted righteous before God in Christ ; — stands 
"complete in him;" (Col. 2. lO;) — feeds on Him as 
on the "bread of life ;*' (John 6. 35;) — and has Christ's 
Holy Spirit ever helping him in following after holiness. 
How has God lifted us up when fallen ; and yet left 
us, however highly exalted, no room for boasting ! In 
ourselves we know well that we are unprofitable 
servants; ever hearing o.ur Lord's words of warning: 
** Without me ye can do nothing;" (John 16. 5;) ever 
looking up to Him, who in our nothingness is ** made 
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, 
and redemption." (1 Cor. 1. 30.) Humility sincere 
and deep, both before God and towards man, is of the 
essence of that love which a sense of sonship breeds, 
and which breeds a sense of true human brotherhood. 
Man's relation to man is drawn closer. The solitary 
are set in families ; (see Ps. 68.6;) the brethren all 
dwell together in the household of faith. To work for 
each other's welfare is now their proper business. To 
"look not every man on his own things, but every man 
also on the things of others," (Phil. 2. 4;) is the settled 
disposition of their hearts. For the brotherly kindness 
of the sons of God is ever in sympathy with that of 
Him, who had compassion on the multitude lacking 
food, who shed tears at the grave of LawT.^x>a5k^•^w^ '.ssi^x 
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the doom of the impenitent Jerusalem, and who, even 
in the agony of his dying hour, interceded for them 
that nailed Him to a cross, saying, "Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do." (Luke 23, 24.) 

§ 9, — Our standing as satis of God in regard to death. 

Universal experience confirms, if it were needful, the 
solemn declaration of Scripture : ** It is appointed unto 
men once to die." (Heb. 9. 27) Believers in Christ, 
though endowed by God with sonship, and with the gift 
of life eternal, a life commencing already here on earth, 
are nevertheless not exempt from the doom of death, 
or from that of the judgment to come afterwards. 
Rather it is their privilege to be raised above the 
desire to abide in the flesh beyond their appointed 
time, raised unto a readiness and a willingness to 
depart, even though their way be through the portals 
of the grave. Their fellowship with Christ involves a 
fellowship in dying willingly, as He did. And as it 
could have given Him no pain, but rather the reverse, 
when Moses and Elias, in the glory on the mount, 
spake to Him *'of his decease which he should 
accomplish at Jerusalem ;" (see Luke 9. 31 ;) his disciples 
may hence learn, in their daily anticipation of decease, 
to connect the apprehended sufferings of death, with 
the glory that shall be afterwards revealed. 

Men in general, in proportion as they live a worldly 
life, shrink from death, partly because it will sever 
them from all- the objects on which their affections 
are set, and partly because of the account to be 
given hereafter of the things done in the body. And 
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further there is in most of us, by nature, a certain dread 
of the inevitable and mysterious dissolution of body 
soul and spirit, which in many cases amounts to a most 
distressing apprehension ; giving energy to the pathetic 
supplication in our Service for the Burial of the Dead, 
** Suffer us not at our last hour, for any pains of death 
to fall from Thee." The believer in Christ is no more 
exempt from suffering in mind or body, than he is from 
death itself. He takes as applicable to himself the 
foreboding words of his Master : ** Ye shall drink 
indeed of my cup, and be baptized with the baptism 
that I am baptized with." (Matt. 20. 23.) Certainly the 
early Christians, in the times of persecution, had 
especial reasons for laying to heart the intimation, that 
they '*must through much tribulation enter into the 
kingdom of God." (Acts 14. 22.) But now ''Christian," 
instead of being a term of reproach, is a title which 
receives more or less of respect amongst all classes ; 
especially amongst thos^ who most have credit for 
aiming to be Christians indeed. So much greater is the 
risk of our forgetting, whilst we are enjoying the many 
temporal blessings here surrounding us, that there is 
woe for "them that are at ease in Zion," (Amos 6. i,) 
that we stand pledged to ^'endure hardness;" (2 Tim. 2. 3.) 
that it is only if we are "faithful unto death " that we 
have promise of the crown of life ; and that only " he that 
overcometh " is assured, that he shall not be hurt by 
" the second death." (Rev. 2. 10, 11.) Here we have 
plainly set before us a warfare to be accomplished, a 
victory to be won. No Christian who declines to 
follow the Captain of his Salvation, where&o^M^x ''A.'^ 
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leads the way, must expect to shar^ his triumph in 
the end. 

But how great is our encouragement to encounter 
manfully whatsoever trial God may think fit to assign 
to us I Is it not written, that ** our light affliction, 
which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory ?" (2 Cor. 4. 17.) 
The apostle, who thus cheers us in our conflict, tells 
the Colossians how he rejoices in suffering for them, 
and speaks of it as filling up in his flesh '' that which is 
behind of the afflictions of Christ.'' (Col. 1. 24) A very 
remarkable expression 1 surely signifying, that we also 
have something to contribute to that end. And shall 
not we contribute our part gladly? He tells the 
Philippians, that he regarded all that he had to endure 
as of no account, if he may but know Christ, '* and the 
power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his 
sufferings, being made comformable unto his death." 
(Phil. 3. 10.) Clearly this great apostle, under the 
teaching of the Holy Spirit, had learned, and would 
fain teach us, to regard these much apprehended evils 
as Christ Himself regarded them. Clearly he had laid 
to heart the lesson enjoined on all by the divine 
Teacher : ** Whosoever will save his life shall lose it ; 
but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same 
shall save it." (Luke 9. 24.) All then are invited to 
share, with the glorious army of martyrs, the privilege 
of encountering death willingly for the sake of Christ. 
The human frame is liable to suffer, in the kindly 
tended bed of sickness, pangs of dissolution no less 
acute, and often more protracted, than in the fires 
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kindled by persecution Moreover death in its most 
trying forms is encountered often with unflinching 
fortitude, at the dictates of a cruel superstition, or in 
the pursuit of worthless glory. The sons of God must 
not be left behind, in the career of heroism, by the 
children of men. In the extremity of trial they have 
high warrant for giving way to " strong crying and 
tears." (Heb. 5. 7.) It matters not that the flesh is 
weak, if but the spirit be willing. (See Matt. 26. 41.) 
Enough if they who ** suffer according to the will of 
God commit the keeping of their souls to him in well 
doing as unto a faithful Creator." (1 Pet. 4. 19.) 

Life is indeed a priceless charge, entrusted to each 
man by his Maker. And much have they to answer 
for, who expose their own life to risk, or risk taking 
the life of others, except with the clear warrant of 
God's will. But He* from Whom we derive the trust 
must have full right to call on us to surrender it. And 
when our summons comes, we may not hesitate to 
answer, Be it unto me according to thy will. In putting 
off" this mortal body, the bereaved spirit, parting with 
its life long helpmate, cannot but feel death to rhe 
a mark of God's displeasure against sin. It seems 
to indicate, that the body in which man has sinned is 
therefore doomed to perish. It is a call on us to prove 
our conformity to the will of our heavenly Father, by 
surrendering readily, at all cost of suff'ering, the life 
in which we have transgressed his commandments. 
Was it not thus that the father of the faithful gained 
his memorable title ? Was it not when he proved 
himself willing to sacrifice that which was mosX d^^x \si 
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him, that he received this gracious testimony: **Now I 
know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not 
withheld thy son, thine only son from me ?" (Gen. 22. 12.) 
Is life more dear to us than the son of promise was to 
Abraham ? When we are told of the high and lofty 
One, who inhabiteth eternity, that He ** spared not his 
own Son," (Rom. 8. 32,) we feel admitted to a revelation 
of the divine attributes, well fitted to stir our hearts to 
some great effort of self sacrifice. And when further 
we read concerning the Son's willing offering of 
Himself: "Therefore doth my Father love me, because 
I lay down my life, that I may take it again," 
(John 10. 17,) we cannot fail to discern the close 
connexion between death and resurrection, and also the 
clear intimation, that it is the willing consent to the 
will of God, on our part, as sons, that most of all 
endears us to the Father's heart. Thus consenting, we 
may safely trust in Him, that when the supreme crisis 
of our change arrives, He will make us sensible of his 
presence and his love. We shall hear a voice that 
whispers to our fluttering sense : '* Fear thou not ; 
for I am with thee." (Is. 41. lo.) We shall be 
encouraged to say with Stephen, as he breathed his 
last: "Lord Jesus, receive my spnrit." (Acts 7. 59.) 
And even as in our dying daily we lie down each night 
prepared for death, and hitherto have awaked living 
on the morrow, so likewise when in dying we close 
our eyes to this world of sense, it will be for the 
surviving spirit, set free from its fleshly trammels, 
and entering into the world of spirits, to find itself still 
living, and consciously enjoying the life that is to come. 
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§ lo. — The Intermediate State, 

If under an abiding sense of our mortality we are 
accustomed, in the way of anticipation, **to die daily/' 
it will be inevitable that we shall desire to know what 
is to ensue, immediately on the departure of the spirit 
from the body. We can forecast the loss of our 
possessions, the sore parting* with loving" relatives and 
friends, and our sudden severance from this world of 
sense, and from its various objects of use and beauty. 
But it is hardly possible to stop here; we g"o on to ask, 
What next ? Does the spirit, when bereft of the body, 
still think, and feel, and act ; and, if so, by what 
means will it hold converse with other spirits? And 
generally, in what sphere, and with what surroundings, 
are we to pass through this new portion of that life 
eternal, which has been freely given to us as sons of 
God ? To these enquiries no very explicit answers can 
be given. Nevertheless the sacred oracles do so far 
throw light upon this deeply interesting topic, that 
we may venture to dwell with thankfulness on our 
approaching dissolution, as involving beyond all 
question, a change very greatly for the better. No 
slight ground of consolation here, for those who mourn 
the loss of dear ones departed hence in the Lord. For 
such no more weariness, no more vexation, no more 
pain, no more death. They all live unto God. (See 
Luke 20. 38.) They are thenceforth ever with the 
Lord. (See 1 Thess. 4. 17.) 

But what is the manner of their life with Him ? 
What will be ours when we, like them shall have h^*^^ 
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translated hence ? Denuded of the body, the spirit 
enters into a world of spirits ; there to have, as we may 
conclude, its spiritual faculties, fully alive, such as 
conscience, and will, with the use also of memory, 
and perception. Angels, we know, are ministering 
spirits. (See Heb. 1. 7.) But the notions which the 
Scripture gives us of these spiritual beings are apt to 
be distorted, by the practice of delineating them as 
having forms like ours; with imaginary wings added, 
and with clothing for imaginary limbs. Dismissing all 
such baseless imagery from our minds, we shall form 
a better notion of a disembodied spirit, by looking 
inwards, and examining that self within ourselves, 
which rules supreme over the members of the body, which 
sees, hears, and touches through its servant senses; 
which thinks, feels, resolves, and exercises control over 
the various actions, for which it owns itself to be 
accountable. This it is which by means of its bodily 
organs holds intercourse with the spirits of other men. 
This it is, which, without any such intervention, holds 
communion direct with the God who is a Spirit. In 
fact the senses of the body are apt to hinder, by distrac- 
tion, the devout communion of God's children with 
Himself. And we are thus led to form some conception, 
however inadequate, of that clear consciousness of the 
divine presence, with which the human spirit will be 
penetrated, from the moment when it is divested of the 
body. And that presence will consist in a manifestation 
of the Father by the Son ; an object of spiritual 
perception, which cannot fail to eclipse all others in the 
apprehension of his redeemed people. Accordingly 
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the apostle speaks of departing", and being" with Christ, 
as taking" place at the same time. (See Phil. 1. 23.) 
And our Lord assures the penitent on the cross, 
"To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise." 
(Luke 23. 43.) The term "paradise" is obviously a 
figure. But "be with me" is plain language, telling 
us explicitly that which shall be hereafter. Amongst 
the glimpses of that state so close at hand to us, which 
Scripture gives us chiefly by means of figurative 
expressions, this one point stands out clear, bright, and 
full of glory : when we die we shall be admitted 
staightway into the companionship of our Saviour. 
Quickened in the apprehension of his grace and 
goodness, we shall glow with an affection here rarely 
attained, however earnestly desired, towards Him who 
so loved us as to give Himself for us. (See Eph. 5, 2.) 
In that hour we may expect to know, by a blessed 
experience, how true it is, that " perfect love casteth 
out fear." (1 John 4. ]8.) And we shall be ready to 
say with Peter, in his glad amazement, on the mount of 
transfiguration : " Lord, it is good for us to be here." 
(Matt. 17. 4.) 

As to communion with ** the spirits of just men made 
perfect," to be hereafter enjoyed, we know from the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, (12. 23,) that this privilege is 
ours now, however little we may be disposed to avail 
ourselves of it. And we cannot doubt that through 
Him, who is Lord of all, we shall hold intercourse, 
both profitable and pleasant, with those who will 
hereafter share his presence with ourselves. But in our 
ignorance of particulars, we should err in entertaining 
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definite expectations of renewed fellowship, after 
the fashion of this life, with those dear to us who have 
departed hence before us. We may well suppose, that 
in the light of the divine presence the disembodied 
spirit will view all persons and all objects, not as they 
are regarded here by men, but rather as God ever sees 
them ; and that it will converse with other spirits, if at 
all, chiefly on the grace, and goodness, and unfathom- 
able love, manifested in the redemption of mankind by 
Christ Jesus. United worship will hence spontaneously 
arise ; and it is easy to conceive that the homage of 
devout affection may be rendered by all present to their 
present Lord, with a degree of sympathy not to be 
realised on earth. Even in our joint worship here, we 
know that heart can beat in harmony with heart, 
though silence may for a while throw its spell upon the 
worshippers. We feel it good for us, and helpful in 
our devotions, to be surrounded by those whom we 
deem to be devout, independently of the benefit we 
derive from using words of prayer and praise in 
common. Such we may well believe to be the enjoy- 
ment of united worship among the spirits of the blest ; 
who need no speech nor language for giving vent to 
that adoration, which here requires for joint expression 
such words as these : " Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing." 
(Rev. 5. 12.) 

But how can the amount of spiritual activity, here 
implied, be reconciled with the frequent use of the term 
** sleep " in the New Testament, as a figure of the state 



10.] THE INTERMEDIATE STATE. 3 1 

of departed spirits ? They are spoken of in many- 
passages as having" fallen asleep. They are described 
as •* fallen asleep in Christ." (1 Cor. 15 18.) And in 
like manner we are emphatically assured that one 
element in their blessedness is that they '* rest from their 
labours." (Rev. 14. 13.) Now sleep is itself a great 
mystery ; but it is one of the functions of our mysterious 
life with which we are most familiar. We know by 
experience, how sleep composes into a refreshing 
quietude both the bodily frame, and the functions of the 
spirit. When night returns, if sleep fails to visit us, 
how greatly do we long for it I When it comes as we 
desire, how thoroughly do we enjoy it ! And how 
wonderfully does a good night's rest refresh us I In 
what sense then may we regard sleep as a revelation 
of that which takes place with us immediately after 
death ? Does this figurative term refer merely to the 
fifeless form which we deposit in the grave ? This 
cannot well be the only part of us, which is to enjoy 
that peculiar repose which sleep seems here to signify. 
For in our nightly sleep, the spirit no less than the 
body has rest suited to its nature. And we may hold 
it most highly probable, that the future sleep of them 
that are '* in Jesus " means a state of delightful quietude 
and peace, to be allotted to our spirits hereafter, in 
merciful adaptation to their nature, after the trials of 
life on earth, preparatory to the awakening unto 
resurrection life. If the state of those who die in the 
Lord wer^e spoken of simply as being asleep, we should 
be at a loss to reconcile the expression with the happy 
consciousness of their Saviour's presence, which is the 
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most clearly defined element in their condition. But 
to be " asleep in Christ " must mean something 
unspeakably superior to earthly slumber, something* 
suitable for the spirit of the believer, no longer clogged 
with the burden of the flesh, whilst waiting in a better 
paradise than Eden, for the consummation of its life 
eternal. This then, or something not unlike to this, 
only infinitely better than we can now conceive, we 
may venture to look for as awaiting us, when we are 
gathered to our fathers, ** our earthly house of this 
tabernacle" being dissolved. (2 Cor. 5. 1.) And if in 
anticipating our decease, day by day, we try to forecast 
what will befal us straightway after it, we may reflect 
how welcome after the work of day is the rest of night ; 
and we may feel assured that our heavenly Father 
has in store for us, when this life's work is ended, a 
rest at once more calm and more enjoyable, in the 
tranquilizing, sanctifying, glorifying presence of Jesus 
Christ our Saviour. 

§ II. — The resurrection unto^ life eternal. 

That the human body, though dead and buried, is 
destined to come to life ajg^ain, no longer fleshly in its 
nature but spiritual, and that in this glorified state it 
will be reunited to the glorified spirit, is a doctrine 
clearly brought to light, by that Saviour, who in his 
own divine might and majesty Himself thus arose from 
the dead. (See 2 Tim. 1 . lo.) We find shadowy traces 
of some such expectation in many of the religions of the 
heathen, ancient and modern, as well as in their 
treatment of the body after death. And when Paul 
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before Agrippa, with a mixt company of Jews and 
Gentiles listening, put this question : *' Why should it 
be thought a thing" incredible with you, that God should 
raise the dead ? '* (Acts 26. 8,) it was because in truth 
the resurrection, as preached by the apostle, was a 
thing altogether different from the vague speculations 
of the Greeks, and from the corrupted traditions of the 
Jews. It was a clear, and positive revelation of a 
reunion, to take place hereafter, between each man's 
body, soul and spirit, here parted by death ; having" 
a direct practical bearing on present conduct, 
and being based upon a plain testimony to the fact, 
that such a resurrection had recently taken place in the 
person of Jesus Christ. To have been an eye witness 
to this fact is stated by Peter to be one chief qualifica- 
tion for the office of an apostle. (See Acts 1. 22.) So 
essential is the resurrection of Christ to the harmony 
of the whole gospel of our salvation ! The doctrine based 
upon that fact is moreover so vital, that to preach the 
resurrection from the dead is spoken of, in the Acts of 
the Apostles, as all one with preaching the gospel 
itself. (See Acts 4. 2. — 17. 18.) And the Corinthians 
are told, in proof of the supreme importance of this 
doctrine, that *'if Christ be not risen, then is our 
preaching vain, and your faith is also vain." 
(1 Cor. 15. 14.) 

It is to be observed of the resurrection of our Lord, 
that it was not, as in the case of Lazarus, and in that 
of others similarly raised up, a mere return to ordinary 
life on earth. It was the revelation of a new mode of 
existence ; shewing us, in the person of Jesus Christy 

c 
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the relation of our present life to that which is to come, 
the continuity of the one with the other. The body 
which He assumed, on rising- from the dead, was 
evidently not subject to the usual conditions of human 
nature. He appeared to his disciples, or became 
invisible, at pleasure; made Himself strange to them, 
or became known, as He thought fit. As it was by a 
miracle that He had walked on the waters, whilst in 
the natural body born of Mary, so it was by a miracle 
that in the resurrection body He could partake of 
earthly food, and make visible to eyes of flesh the 
marks of wounds inflicted at his crucifixion. And his 
resurrection was completed in his ascension. Once He 
had been transfigured, thereby shewing us, how near we 
always are to the spiritual world surrounding us. In as- 
cending, He was translated into that spiritual sphere of 
being ; the glorified body which by miracle had been 
made discernible to mortal senses, during forty days 
occasionally, was withdrawn from the gaze of his 
adoring followers, and lifted up from our earth into the 
heavens. We learn from the lips of Him who thus 
ascended, that He is gone to prepare a place for us. 
(See John 14. 2.) And his apostle John, addressing 
the sons of God, declares : **We know that, when he 
shall appear, we shall be like him ; for we shall see 
him as he is." (1 John 3. 2.) Hence we are warranted 
in regarding the resurrection of our Lord as a 
precedent and pattern of our own. And thus indeed 
the Philippians are expressly assured, that the Lord 
Jesus, when He shall again come to earth from heaven, 
will "change our vile body, that it may be fashioned 
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like unto his g"lorious body, according" to the working", 
whereby he is able even to subdue all things to himself." 
(Phil. 3. 21.) 

In the apostolical Epistles we find no small light thrown 
upon the mystery of our future resurrection, over and 
above that which we derive from the instance of Him, 
who was "the first fruits of them that slept." 
(1 Cor. 15. 20.) By these means we know much more 
concerning the change then to take place, than 
concerning that which will befal us at the moment of 
our death. We seem to be hereby taught to be ever 
looking forward. And if we are in the habit of antici- 
pating daily what it will be to die, we shall do well to 
forecast also, not unfrequently, what it will be to enter, 
on arising from the dead, into the final stage of our 
life eternal. The Scriptures of the New Testament 
give us help towards conceiving the nature of the body 
that shall then be ours, by revealing certain essential 
points in which it will differ from the body we have 
now. When this last mentioned is spoken of above as 
"vile," we must be aware, that the term used by the 
apostle, properly signifies that the present body is often 
a means of humbling us. Its propensities, its passions, 
and sometimes even its physical infirmities tend to 
make us seem vile in our own eyes. Yet it is *' fearfully 
and wonderfully made." (Ps. 139. 14.) Wonderful it 
is within and without ; wonderful for use, wonderful 
for beauty; wonderful in birth, in growth, and in 
decay ; and, not the least, wonderful in death. Then 
indeed we feel more than ever, that it is also made 
** fearfully." The human form bereft of life is a thin^ 
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which no one can look upon without awe, and which no 
one ought in any case to look upon without reverence. 
That curiously compacted frame, now about to be 
di^olved into its earthly elements, has been animated, 
till quite recently, by a living- soul. Nay, if it be the 
body of a believer, it has been the temple of the Holy 
Spirit of God. (See 1 Cor. 6. 19.) We do well then to 
lay it in the grave with deep respect, and with the 
utterance of prayer and praise to Him, who gave, and 
who has taken away. This is the least that is due to what 
it has been. But besides its past, it has a claim to our 
consideration in its future. When we bury it, we 
deposit in the ground the seed of a resurrection body. 
That which we sow in corruption, in dishonour, and 
in weakness, will be raised hereafter in incorruption, 
in glory, and in power. We sow a natural body, a 
body of an animal nature. It will arise a spiritual 
body. (See 1 Cor. 15. 44.) 

In the well known passage here referred to, Paul 
makes use of one of the deep mysteries of nature, the 
springing up of a plant from its seed, to illustrate one 
of the deep mysteries of revelation. And he adverts 
explicitly to a notable feature of vegetable life, namely, 
that God giv^s *' to every seed his own body.% 
(1 Cor. 15. 38.) The power of the Creator, ever 
present, ever working throughout his universe, gives 
to every seed a body, which is a plant of the same 
species, and is also individually its own offspring. Hence 
we may conclude, that each glorified spirit will be able to 
perceive that its risen body is its own, although so 
totally changed as to have become a spiritual one 
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instead of an animal one. We are all familiar with 
the consciousness of personal identity in this life ; with 
the unfaltering conviction, that the infant is the same 
individual with the full grown man, the same down to 
extreme old age. Yet what can be more signally 
different than the one from the other outwardly. And 
what more unlike than the spirit within which animates 
the child in arms, and the same developed into the 
father of a family, perhaps a statesman, a philosopher, 
or a minister of the gospel ? Nevertheless in every 
stage of our growth, and of our decay, each feels 
himself to be individually the same person. It may 
be that I have gone through the greatest inward change 
of all, and out of a course of wilful wickedness I may 
have been reclaimed, renewed, and born again into the 
new life of the sons of God ; still I remain I myself, 
individually the same. And so it will be with the 
disembodied spirit; and so also with the spirit and 
body reunited. It is held for certain, that in the aged 
there is no one atom of the elemental matter which 
constituted the body of the infant. This consideration 
may further help us to conceive, how each believer may 
recognize his spiritual body for his own, in the absence 
of every particle of its former material. 
' But who can imagine what that change will be, which 
is to take place at the second coming of Christ, 
** in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump ?" 
(1 Cor. 15. 62.) Who can anticipate the nature of that 
heavenly vesture, wherewith each human spirit will be 
clothed, when mortality shall be swallowed up of 
life ? (See 2 Cor. 5. 4.) It will be the mortal body 
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quickened ; (see Rom. 8. 11 ;) and yet it certainly will 
not consist of flesh and blood. (See 1 Cor. 15. 50.) 
The individual spirit will be consciously the same ; and 
yet how different in the elevation of its faculties ! It 
will form one glorified being", by union with a body ever 
in harmony with itself, instead of with one oftentimes 
as now, in sore conflict with its will. As the severance 
of the two by death was a mark of God's displeasure 
against sin, their reunion will be felt to be a manifest 
token of restoration to the divine favour.. The work 
of redemption will be thus completed by Him who 
proclaims of Himself: *' I am he that liveth, and was 
dead ; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen ; 
and have the keys of hell and of death." (Rev. 1. 18.) 
The last enemy, vanquished, now gives up the spoil of 
ages. . The spirits of deceased believers now come 
forth from their happy rest in Paradise, each rejoining 
his own body, glorified. The Lord's word of promise 
to his disciples is now completely fulfilled : '* Because I 
live, ye shall live also." (John 14. 19.) And the life 
thus renewed will prove endless; as it is written 
concerning those who ''shall be accounted worthy to 
obtain that world, and the resurrection from the dead," 
''Neither can they die any more: for they are equal 
to the angels." (Luke 20. 35. 36.) Not only in being 
deathless will the sons of God then be like the angels, 
but probably in various other ways ; gladly ministering 
to the will of the most High, by carrying out his 
sovereign purposes, in the new heavens and the new earth. 
Undoubtedly whatsoever may be the employments 
and the joys of the resurrection state, it will have this 
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for its distinctive character, it will be eternal. No 
longer any possibility of bondage to the fear of death. 
No call to ** die daily.'* We cannot indeed approach 
to understanding the full meaning of the term "eternity." 
We usually think of it, after a dim fashion, as time 
without end. It may be however, that in the world to 
come our existence will not be limited, as here, by the 
conditions of time, nor perhaps by those of space 
either. In regard to time, some hint to that effect 
seems to be conveyed in the statement, that with Him 
who " inhabiteth eternity,'* (Is. 57. 15,) " one day " is 
** as a thousand years, and a thousand years, as one 
day." ( 2 Pet. 3. 8.) But the glory to be revealed 
must be, in many respects, a state of being altogether 
beyond our present comprehension. Enough for us 
to know assuredly, that the life to be then imparted, by 
our heavenly Father to his children, will be like that 
which is the heritage of his own beloved Son ! Enough, 
to be told expressly, that '* if we have been planted 
together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also 
in the likeness of his resurrection V* (Rom. 6. 5.) 
Enough, that He Himself will summon us to share his 
glory, in terms no less gracious and encouraging than 
these : " Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world." (Matt. 25. 34.) 

§ 12. — How to live happily though dying daily. 

The enduring brightness of *' the glory which shall 
be revealed in us," (Rom. 8. 18,) may seem to render 
worthless in comparison the chequered course of our 
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brief earthly career. The present life is however an 
indispensable first stage to be accomplished, before 
we enter into that which is to come. It has its duties, 
its interests, and its enjoyments, closely connected, by 
our heavenly Father's will, with those which await us 
when this life shall be no more. It has a happiness of its 
own, provided for it, and secured to it, in the pathway 
of faith, hope, and love ; a happiness not liable to be 
marred, either by contrast with better things to follow 
after, or by apprehension of the death first to be 
encountered. That to die is the doom of all, we know. 
But we know also, that besides the better life beyond 
the grave, we are already by God's grace made 
partakers of a new life on earth, the life of his adopted 
children, assured of being supplied by Him with all 
things needful for our well being here and hereafter. 
The blessedness of thus dwelling in the light of God's 
countenance, and how all this great salvation is his 
free gift to the undeserving, these things, and many 
others deeply concerning us, which we could never 
have discovered for ourselves, God has been pleased to 
reveal to us in his word. The infallible certainty of 
the glad tidings thus announced may be assumed, 
without argument of proof, in *' Thoughts *' addressed 
expressly to believers; whose own consciences habi- 
tually bear testimony to the excellency of the things 
revealed in the Holy Bible. In that precious volume 
they have ** promise of the life that now is," as well 
as " of that which is to come." (1 Tim. 4. 8.) '* Sealed 
with that holy Spirit of promise," they receive at once 
"the earnest" of their " inheritance." (Eph. 1. 18, U,) 
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To be a sinner saved from wrath to come, this is a 
present happiness, with which no dying* daily can 
interfere. And besides remission of sins, with the sweet 
consciousness of fatherly forgiveness, their's is also the 
loving confidence conveyed by terms like these : ** Son, 
thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine." 
(Luke 15. 31.) Here are grace and goodness without 
limit. " Ask, and it shall be given you;" (Matt. 7. 7;) 
" open thy mouth wide and I will fill it ;" (Ps. 81. lo ;) 
thus it is that God freely offers to his children the 
stores of his treasure-house in heaven. And the key 
by which we have free access to it is prayer; — prayer 
addressed to the Father of our spirits, through a 
Mediator both human and divine; — prayer urged with 
all the force of an enlightened understanding, and of 
a devout will ; prayer animated by implicit trust, that 
God is willing to hear, and that He will surely answer 
as He knows to be best for us. 

The blessedness thus attainable in the present life, 
rendering us superior to the apprehension of death, 
depends, for one thing, very largely on the degree to 
which we are enabled to ** walk by faith, not by sight." 
(2 Cor. 5. 7.) It is by sight, and by its other senses, that 
the spirit within us now perceives and enjoys the things 
that are in the world around us ; things all too apt to 
engross our attention, and from which it is not likely to 
be unduly distracted by the hopes of the world to come. 
It is by faith that the spirit sees, and hears, and lays 
hold of things spiritual ; placing its utmost reliance on 
the convictions thus obtained, and thence deriving the 
purest and the best of its happiness on earth. By faith 
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we respond in sympathy to the revelation God has 
given us of Himself, in his Son, our Lord and Saviour. 
By faith we know how we ought to walk so as to please 
God. In the apprehension of faith the distant, and the 
future are as real as the present. Under its influence 
the aims of life are elevated above the sphere of sense ; 
the sons of God learn to love what their heavenly 
Father loves, and to abhor that which He abhors ; and 
looking forward to death as putting a period to that 
conflict with sin, which is the chief hinderance to their 
happiness in life, they can enter into the feelings of the 
apostle, when ** in a strait betwixt two, having a desire 
to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better." 
(Phil. 1. 23.) 

Hope is another chief element in the happiness of 
the believer's life on earth, differing from faith in some 
respects, though near akin to it. ** The devils," we 
know, ** believe and tremble." (Jas. 2. 19.) The saints 
believe and hope. Hope is in them a well grounded 
and full assurance of good things to come. The term 
is indeed often used in a very different sense ; and to say, 
I hope it may be so, is compatible with adding, I do not 
in the least expect it. But the hope which, in Holy 
Scripture, is associated with faith and love, is **as an 
anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast." (Heb 6. 19.) 
It takes fast hold on the Rock of Ages. The believer is 
an expectant heir, waiting hopefully for the time when 
he shall come of age. He inherits under the testament 
of One who is Lord of all, and who has made ample 
provision for his children. These, whilst waiting his 
good time, are occupied in fulfilling certain terms of the 
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covenant on which they implicitly rely; such as this, 
for instance : ** Every man that hath this hope in him 
purifieth himself, even as he is pure." (1 John 3. 3.) 
The purity of the Holy One I What a height is this to 
aim at attaining I Many a groan within themselves it 
must cost believers, to give such proof as this, that they 
are true born sons of God. But in the school of trial 
they learn how to beat once ** sorrowful, yet alway 
rejoicing." (2 Cor. 6. lo.) And whilst in many things 
they sympathize with the travailing in pain together 
of the whole creation, they are '* saved by hope ;" 
(Rom. 8. 24;) the hope of the great change in their 
own condition, ever imminent, and the hope of the 
'* restitution of all things." (Acts 3. 21.) This then 
is the present attitude of the expectant heir, whilst yet 
in his minority; waiting for the redemption of the 
body; (see Rom. 8, 23;) happy in his present manifold 
resources, and happy in the anticipation of the day 
when he shall come of age. In dying daily he does 
but dwell before hand with thankfulness on the hour, 
when he is to exchange hope for fruition, this life for a 
better, and fleeting time for unfading eternity. 

Besides faith and hope, there is love, the most 
essential of all elements in the blessedness of the 
believer's life on earth. And it is under the paramount 
influence of love that he looks forward to its close in a 
happy death. In our version of the New Testament 
from the Greek, two terms, *' love and charity are used 
indiscriminately for the same word in the original. 
The emotion hereby signified is described in the Epistle 
to the Colossians, as *'love in the Spirit." (Col. 1. 8.) 
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It is a spiritual affection, bred in us by the revelation 
of God's love towards ourselves. "We love him, 
because he first loved us." (1 John 4. 19.) Of this 
love it is said that it can even enable us to feel undis- 
mayed **in the day of judgment." (See 1 John 4. 17.) 
Neither death, nor the judgment after death, can appall 
him, who is ** rooted and grounded in love," and who, 
by the help of the Holy Ghost in the inner man, attains 
to knowing, however imperfectly, "the lovc^ of Christ 
which passeth knowledge." (Eph. 3. 17, 19.) The apostle, 
in thus writing to the Ephesians, suggests that the 
attempt to fathom the depths of love divine must be 
made in union "with all saints.'* (Eph. 3. 18.) For 
'* love in the spirit " reaches onwards from our Father 
in heaven to our brethren on earth ; animating every 
action in all the relations of life ; and constituting the 
fulfilment of the law, towards man, no less than towards 
God. It is love that resolves every case of conscience, 
every difficulty in conduct. Love it is that prompts us 
to "honour all men;") (1 Pet. 2. 17;) to feel and 
manifest a kind consideration for all within our reach. 
And it constrains us to extend our good will and kindly 
offices, like the gifts of our heavenly Father's provi- 
dence, to the evil as well as to the good ; though 
abounding above measure, in all help and service, unto 
" them who are of the household of faith." (Gal. 6. 10.) 
With these indeed, our brethren in Christ Jesus, with 
as many as love Him in sincerity, there ought ever to 
be a fellowship in the spirit, and an interchange of 
brotherly help in all things, both temporal and 
spiritual, far more free, cordial and enlarged, than is 
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usually to be met with here below. However earnestly 
the believer may long- to enjoy such open intercourse 
of heart with heart, he is apt to be debarred from it, 
partly by a sense of his own deficiencies, and partly 
by doubts as to the correspondency of truly spiritual 
aspirations in those with whom he lives. But the chief 
barrier to our realizing", on earth, any thing worthy to be 
called a communion of saints, arises from the prevalence 
of divisions amongst Christians ; in despite of their 
Lord's earnest desire and prayer, that they all might 
be one. These divisions tend to aggravate continually 
the jealousies and animosities, the domineering tempers 
and insubordinate dispositions, in which they have 
originated for the most part. Hence the world is yet 
waiting for the time, when it shall be said once 
more, as it was at first, ** See, how these Christians 
love one another I" when not only on earth, but 
in heaven also, shall '*be known by the church 
the manifold wisdom of God." (Eph. 8. 10.) For 
this development of genuine Christianity, in the 
united action of all the members to promote the glory 
of their Head, the believer prays devoutly; and he 
does his best to forward it, by watching to give no 
offence to them that differ, and by delighting to live in 
charity with all men. Amidst the strife of tongues, 
and estrangement of hearts, which here afHict him, he 
has the comfort of knowing*, that the hallowed com- 
munion of saints, which would here add so greatly to 
his happiness, will not fail to be realized in the life 
which is to come. In the realms of future blessedness 
will prevail love ''without dissimulation," (Rom. 12. 9,) 
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without that acting- of a part which is here apt to pass 
for the reality. And thus, to love and to be beloved, 
far more sincerely, far more *'with a pure heart 
fervently," (1 Pet. 1. 22,) are chief elements of that 
supreme happiness which we feel to be close at hand, 
as often as, with a lively forecast of the future, we 
practice to **die daily/' 



And now, in conclusion, does any one object, that 
this is a hard saying ; that the counsel here given is 
not fitted for general adoption ; and that only such an 
one as the apostle Paul might presume to speak, of 
*' always bearing about in the body the dying of the 
Lord Jesus,'* or would be likely to find any such practice 
helpful, in making manifest ** the life also of Jesus." 
(2 Cor. 4. 10.) Let us then hear the words of Christ 
Himself, addressed to all without exception : " If any 
man will come after me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross daily, and follow me." (Luke 9. 23.) 
To die daily may seem hard ; but what then is to be 
said of taking up our cross daily ; of anticipating day by 
day any such death as crucifixion ? Yet who that believes 
sincerely can hesitate to respond to this appeal of his 
Lord and Saviour, in terms of cordial assent: — ^Yea, 
Lord, thy will be done ; willing I am to share with 
Thee, in daily meditation, that death of pain and shame, 
which Thou didst endure for me. Willingly would I 
bear the burden of thy cross to Calvary, and be 
crucified with Thee there, not only in thought, but, if 
need be, in reality ; fully trusting, that in the agony of 
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such an hour, I should be abundantly sustained and 
comforted by thy words : •* To day shalt thou be with 
me in paradise." (Luke 23. 43.) 



POSTSCRIPT. 

In publishing" these Thoughts On Dying* Daily, the 
writer is fully aware, that he is setting- before his 
readers a standard of Christian life far beyond the 
measure of his own attainments. Self convicted, self 
condemned, by the counsels he g"ives to others, he is 
only so much the more impelled to communicate, 
for their benefit, conclusions which seem to follow 
inevitably, both from the general tenor of Holy 
Scripture, and from the many passages thence quoted 
in these pages, or referred to. Such conclusions can 
hardly fail to give pain to those, who have been 
used to take a less elevated view of their standing 
as believers in Christ Jesus. But the ultimate object 
and effect of the Thoughts here set forth, if assented 
to, and practically carried out, will be joy and peace 
in believing, throughout the life that now is, as well 
as in passing hence into that which is to come. 

• 

Westori'Super-Marej February^ 1878. 
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